
THE CHRISTIAN 

LITERATURE 

SOCIETY OF KOREA 

84-8, 2nd St., Chong-Ro, Seoul, Korea 

Tel: 74-1792, 3092, 5981 



Oo A 4 Oo OOo Oe OR OH OO OO HOO OF Oo OF OO FF OF OOF OO OO Oo OO OO Oe 

PEP OOP hh hh al OO no ne tne 

KOREA CALLING —English monthly— 

This is a magazine primarily planned for 

missionaries in Korea, those who retired after 

service in U.S. and those who have interest 
in Korean mission work. Dr. A. D. Clark and 

Mrs. H. G. Underwood are taking care of the 

editorial work. 

NEW LIGHT (BRAILLE,)—Monthly— 

This magazine aims to reach the blind with 

the Gospel. There are about 40,000 blind in 

Korea today and they need care and exchange 

of experiences through literature. 

THE BOOK CLUB 

1. Membership in the Book Club is open 
to.all who are accepted for admission. 

2.. Members receive a discount of ten percent 
for new books. 

3. Members are to pay for the books to Postal 
Transfer Account, Seoul 139. 

LOCAL AGENCIES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE SOCIETY 

are in Pusan, Seoul, Taegu, Inchon, Chungjoo, 

Choongjoo, Iri, Chunjoo, Kwangjoo, Keunsan, 

Chunan, Andong, Daejun, Mokpo, Soonchun, 

Buyo, Haenam, Youngioo, and Chumooniin. 
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PERIODICALS 

THE UPPER ROOM —Bimonthly — 

This world-renowned devotional magazine is warmly 

received by the Army and by Christian homes in Korea. 

Though it is published bimonthly it contains meditations 

and prayers for each day. It is a devotional guide for 

those who seek a faithful Christian life. 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT —Monthly — 

The purpose of the monthly, started sixteen years ago, 

in 1957, is to help theological development and to exa- 

mine our faith from the point of academic study. 

Those who contribute articles are professors of vari- 

ous seminaries, leaders of Korean churches and Chris- 

tian writers. 

This magazine is the only thought provoking monthly 

in Korea. 
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those who have interest in Korean mission work. Rev. 

W. Ransom Rice and Mrs. H. G. Underwood are taking 

care of the editorial work. 
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This magazine aims to reach the blind with the Gos- 

pel. There are about 40,000 blind in Korea today and 

they need care and exchange of experiences through li- 

terature. 

THE BOOK CLUB 

1. Membership in the Book Club is open to all who 

are accepted for admission. 

2. New members receive a 10 percent discount for books. 

3. Members are to pay for the books to Postal Transfer 

Account, Seoul 139. 

LOCAL AGENCIES OF THE 

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY 

are in Pusan, Seoul, Taegu, Inchon, Chung)joo, Choongjoo, 

Iri, Chunjoo, Kwangjoo, Keunsan, Chunan, Andong, Daejun, 
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Bible Dictionaries and Concordances 

Bible Dictionary (small) 
Dictionary of Bible Names 
Small Concordance 
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How to read the Bible 
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New Testament Outlines 
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Chiléren of Galilee 

Little Crusader 

Stories for Teachers 

O.T. Picture Story Book 
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Christian Doctrine 
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Used in many high schools as texts; also general reading 
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Literacy haterials 

There are two series of materials prepared by Literacy Society, both being 

translations of materials developed by Dr. Laubach and others, One is a 

secular serics on home and commnity life, writtcn in story form around 

a young man named Soo Nami. There are six of these readers, arranged in 
order of difficulty of vocabulary. 
There is also a Christian series, being a series of books on the Life of 
Christ, Thess are also carefully graded to fit a gradually increasing 
ocabulary,. There are five of these books. 

Therc is also a Primer and a set of charts, which are the basic introduction 
to cither of the above series, The readers have been used successfully in the 

Language School as texts, and the entire set of both serics would be uscful 

for such usc, 
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standing on the street comers, singing 

hymns, witnessing, and distributing gos- 

pel tracts. Many local churches have 

personal evangelism thrusts by organiz- 

ing small teams during weekends to visit 

friends’ homes, hospitals, and parks. The 

annual revival meeting at the local church 

has been used to bring spiritual renewal 

to Christians and to invite many non- 

Christian friends to the meeting to hear 

the Christian gospel. There are different 

evangelistic organizations in Korea tar- 

geted to reach different groups of people 

such as movie stars, policemen, business 

people, and athletes. One influential 

sports evangelism thrust is spearheaded 

by the Hallelujah professional soccer 

team of the Torch Center. Largely fi- 

nanced by Christian businessman, Elder 

Soon-Young Choi, this team has been 

recognized as one of the best soccer 
teams in the nation. In April 1992 mil- 
lions of people were watching the Hal- 
lelujah soccer team play the final match 
for the South Korean Presidential Cup on 
TV. “Hallelujah” has become a catch 

word in Korea as TV and radio sports 

reporters covered the “Hallelujah” team. 

There are also professional Christian 

Taekwondo teams for sports evangelism. 

During the 88 Olympics in Seoul 

the ’88 Olympic Christian Outreach Com- 

mittee was active in mobilizing 6,000 
local churches to witness to 300,000 ath- 

letes and foreign visitors. Dr. John 

Chongnahm Cho, President of Korea 

Sports Evangelism, cooperated with other 

international Christian sports organiza- 

tions and helped the Living Bibles Inter- 

national distribute 500,000 copies of a 32- 

page booklet called “How to Be a 

Winner.” 

5. Cell Group Bible Studies 
Evangelism and teaching of the Word 

must go together in order to produce a 

healthy church. A key concem of every 

pastor is how to organize effective cell 

group Bible study programs in different 

districts. Dr. David Yong GiCho’s Youido 

Full Gospel Church has organized more 

than 50,000 cell groups for 706,000 mem- 
bers throughout Seoul for Bible study 

and prayer. Dr. Cho claims that the 

strength of his church lies in the cell- 

group ministry. 

Pastors are eager to learn the best 

Bible study methods as well as to acquire 

the best materials for cell-group Bible 

studies. Three main texts used at many 

churches are The Cross Ways Bible Study, 

Trinity Bible Study, and Upper Room. The 

Cross Ways books and color transparen- 

cies were all reproduced in the Korean 

language. A 1988 report showed that 

1,600 people had completed the training 

in five seminars. Ninety percent of the 
students were pastors from different de- 
nominations. 

6. Theological Education: 

Abundant Supply of Chris- 
tian Workers 

The Korean church is very unique in Asia 

for its abundance of Christian workers. 

There are 300 theological colleges and 

seminaries, six of which have more than 

1,500 students each. These theological 

institutions annually produce more than 

10,000 graduates. Therefore, the best 

ways to utilize this large number of semi- 

nary graduates each year are to plant 

more churches and to send out more 

Korean missionaries to the ends of the 
earth. 

“As the seminary goes today, so goes 

the church tomorrow.” Seminary educa- 

tion in Korea which has produced pas- 

tors and para-church workers has played 

one of the most significant roles for the 

rapid growth of the church. Most Korean 

theological seminaries have been known 

for upholding the evangelical historic 

Christian faith as modern theological lib- 

eralism has continuously encroached into 

other Asian theological institutions. 

7. Rising Missionary Movement 
With enough manpower from theologi- 

cal institutions plus the economic devel- 

opment in the nation, the Holy Spirit has 

challenged many Korean Christians to be 

involved in the work of missions. Al- 

though the Korean church sent its own 

missionaries to Manchuria and mainland 

China in the 1920s and 1930s, the number 

was very small. Now there are 3,500 

Korean missionaries from over 100 mis- 

sion agencies working in 90 countries 

around the world. 

The Asia Missions Congress which 

was held at Choong Hyun Presbyterian 

Church in Seoul in August 1991 under the 

sponsorship of Evangelical Fellowship 

of Asia drew 1,300 participants from all 

over Asia including one hundred Kore- 

: Korean Torch © 9 



ans. God challenged the Asian church 

leaders to join with Christians in other 

continents to try to fulfill the Great Com- 

mission in this generation. 

Similar interests have been found 

among mission leaders in South Korea to 

cooperate among some 100 missions 

agencies; consequently, the Korean 

World Missions Association (K WMA) was 

formed in 1991. Both the Korean church 

in South Korea and North America are 

praying that they would be able to send 

10,000 Korean missionaries by the year 

2,000. 

8. Stewardship 
The Korean church has implemented the 

Nevius method of self-support and em- 

phasized the importance of stewardship 

and tithing. Pastors emphasize tithing 
from their pulpits. The amount of tithing 

in comparison with the amount of Sun- 

day morning general offering is ten times. 

In other words, the Korean 

they gladly offer their tithes, thanksgiv- 

ing offerings, and missions offering. 

9. Abundance of Christian 
literature and radio stations 

The unified language and culture of the 

Koreans have made it easier for the gos- 

pel to spread. Even though the language 

consists of Chinese characters and the 

Korean script known as “Hangul” in- 

vented by King Sejong in 1446, it was the 
Western missionaries who popularized 

the use of Hangul over the Chinese char- 

acters. As a result the illiterate masses 

learned how to read the Bible and educa- 

tion became available to the common 

people. 

Today, with more > than 25% Chris- 

tian population, t 

6rean Christian books. The Christian 

iterature Society, established in 1890 

has published over 1,000 titles, with 40 

new titles 

church collects most of its in- 

come through tithing. 

Korean Christians in gen- 

eral give their sacrificial offering 

to support the work of the 

church. Poor farmers and fish- 

ermen in small rural villages, 

especially after the Korean War 

brought their grain and fish to 

the church as offerings. Some 

Christians even soldtheir houses 

and offered the money to the 

Lord for the construction of their 

church buildings. Although 

some Korean pastors are criti- 

cized for preaching the “theol- 

ogy of prosperity” i.e., the more 

you give, the more you prosper, 

which is related to the tradi- 

tional shamanisticteaching, God 

has touched the hearts of many 

Christians in such a way that 

© Hallelujah in sti added es 

| en is also 

» blessed with 

=4 several Chris- 
- tian radio sta- 

tions. The Far 

East Broad- 

casting Com- 

pany (FEBC) 
in Seoul and 

Taejon and 

the Christian 

Broadcasting 

System (CBS) 

in Seoul and 

five other ma- 

jor cities 

throughout 

the country 

are beaming 

the gospel 

message daily. Korean Christians are 

ready to launch cable TV as soon as 

govemment permission is granted. The 

rapid development of Christian mass 

media through literature, radio and films 

has made Christianity a religion of the 

people. 

10. Innovative Contextual Ex- 
pressions of the Christian 
Faith 

Protestant history in Korea is just over a 

century old, quite short in comparison 

with Westem church history. Tradition- 

ally Korea had been a strong Buddhist 

and Shamanistic country. Yet, Christian- 

ity has made tremendous impact upon all 

walks of life in the country. Today, 

Christianity is no longer looked upon as 

a Western religion. 

Korean Christians have introduced some 

innovative and contextual ways of ex- 

pressing their faith according to their 

own cultural heritage: pre-dawn prayer 

meetings, all-night prayer meetings, 

prayer mountains, annual revival meet- 
ings, initial minute prayer in the living 

room when a Christian visits his friend’s 

home, a few seconds of prayer for a cup 

of tea/coffee, church name tags with a 

red cross on the front door of the house, 

twice a year home visitation by pastor, 

Hallelujah soccer team and Taekwondo 

team. The author encourages Christians 

in other countries to give serious thought 

to their culture and history in order to 

produce creative ways to express their 

Christian faith in their own nation for the 

purpose of Christianization of their coun- 

trymen. T 

(This series will conclude in the 

next issue with Problems of the 

Korean Church and the 

Church in North Korea.) 

10 © Korean Torch 
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fear to think where the church 

might be if it had not been for 

Word of Life Press and their min- 

istry of printing good evangelical 

books,” a leading Korean lay Chris- 

tian recently said. 

The Protestant church, introduced 

in 1884, has grown tremendously in 

Korea. Word of Life Press (WLP) has 

been a factor in that growth in mod- 

ern times through its publication and 

distribution of Christian literature. 

When TEAM entered Korea in 1953 

at the close of the Korean conflict, 

churches were springing up every- 

where. So TEAM, realizing these new 

churches would need nourishment on 

their road to maturity, initiated WLP 

to assist in evangelism, Bible 

teaching, training, and nurturing. 

For nearly 15 years WLP majored 

in publishing tracts and basic 

booklets for growth and development 

in the Christian life. It was difficult to 

sell books in a war-torn country 

whose people had little money for 

“extras.” However, by 1970 the 

Korean economy was in an upswing; 

and Koreans had money for more 

than just the necessities of life. 

Rapid church growth continuing in- 

to the ‘70s and ‘80s challenged WLP 

to meet the needs of new Christians, 

Sunday school teachers, seminary 

students, lay people, and pastors. 

WLP is now self-supporting and 

run primarily by Koreans. It owns its 

own three-story building and a ware- 

house from which it distributes more 

than 1 million books yearly. 

Its staff swelled from 6 to 60 full- 

time workers over a recent 12-year 

period. Hundreds of Korean titles 

have joined the 60 available in 1970. 

Each year 70-80 new titles are pub- 

lished, plus more than 200 titles re- 
printed. 

6 TEAM Horizons 

Dotting South Korea is a chain of 

64 WLP franchise bookstores. A 

2,000-member book-of-the-month ” 

club means the sale of at least 600 

copies each of the six new titles 8 
published each month. 

But WLP’s goal is not to be Korea's 

biggest evangelical book publish- 

er/distributor, though it is. Its goal is 

to effectively touch people’s lives. To 

accomplish this, WLP has endeavored 

to publish materials to meet the needs 

of Korea's people at various,stages of 

life and Christian experience and then 

to make those materials accessible. 

Books are marketed at af- 

fordable prices. For ex- 

ample, the 100 books in 

the “Christian Series” sell 

for 95¢ each. They are di- 

vided into two boxes of 50 

and sold as family libraries. 

Covering a large selection of 

subjects for the Christian life, 

these libraries have gone into 

hundreds of Korean homes. 

WLP has neared its goal of 

placing 1,000 lending libraries in 

Korea’s more than 20,000 Protes- 

tant churches with a total of 8 

million members. Libraries of 400 

books, spanning a wide range of 

topics, cost less than $500. City 

churches can afford these libraries, : ookst 
though rural churches still need ne WE Coie prow 
assistance. T iudes 6 

A pastor who had found Christ “cored 

through reading a WLP book beamed 

as he gave his testimony and explain- 

ed how he was starting a lending 

library with WLP books. 

A young mother who has translat- 

ed many WLP books uses them in 

women’s classes. While she was 

teaching from the Korean translation 

of Edith Schaeffer's What Is a 
Family? in her studies, ten women 



Persistent phone calls and letters produced only a polite 

“T'll come again if possible... .” 

Your name was in my little prayer book, by the way. 

But then, was I expecting the Lord to really answer 

five years later? 

You called last night to tell me you lived near the 

Japan Sea now, 

and you wanted to go back to church; 

back to God. 

He helped you find one—a good church. 

You just called to thank me 

for five years ago. 

It was a local stop for me— 

your phone call. 

I'm so glad I was on a local train that evening, or I 

would have missed this “interruption” in my 

schedule. 

Life seems to be full of local stops for me. 

Like one day at Kwansei Gakuin University 

my Bible class was over, and the students had all 

scattered for their next classes. 

I was tired and it was cold. 

We'd been meeting weekly outside over the lunch 

hour. 

Riding the Local 
by Mary Ellen Gudeman 

It was my last class for the semester, 

and I was looking forward 

to the break 

to being away from students 

to having some free time 

tOme = 

“Excuse me, Gudeman-sensei, I’m sorry to interrupt 

you, but 

do you have any free time?” 
free time? 

“I was searching everywhere for you on campus 

today. 

I don’t like to bother you, but...” 

bother? 

We found a warm place to have a cup of coffee. 

Morita-san was one of those students who received a 

tract from me on campus. 

And he sent in the attached reply card. 

And so that’s how I was able to contact him a year 

or so ago. 

You didn’t need much explanation about sin then. You 

felt that keenly! 

But what to do about it? 

This was what you wanted to know. 

And as we sipped our coffee, we recalled that happy day 

you believed in Jesus. 

You've grown so much since then. 

So steady. 

So dependable. 

So faithful. 

But today you have a problem? 

“I’m wondering what God wants me to do with my 

future.” 

God's will. 

And four hours and three cups of coffee later 

(well mixed with prayer and the Word, of 

course) 

you felt you knew the answer. 

Thank you for sharing today. 

And thank you for crying. You didn’t think it was 

manly. 

But then you weren't afraid to cry. And I call that 

manly. 

You had plenty to cry about— 

divorced parents and a broken home; 

being passed from relative to relative as a kid; 

having to work your way through college. 

And now all you wanted to do was get a job quickly 

after graduation, 

get married to a lovely Christian gal in our church, 

and have a REAL home at last. 

But today you told the Lord that all of this was on the 

altar 

if he had other plans for you 

like maybe going to seminary and becoming a 

pastor. 

You would do that. Even if it meant waiting to have 

that REAL home. 

You were my local stop today, Morita-san. 

I'm so glad I wasn’t on a super-express or we would 

have never met on your campus. 
O Lord, keep me on the locals. 

Mary Ellen Gudeman has carried on a vibrant 
evangelism and discipleship ministry among 
university students in Japan for nearly 20 years. 

November/December 1983 5 



found Christ. 
God's Smuggler by Brother 

Andrew challenged a young 

man. Feeling called of God 

to missionary service, he 

was soon aboard the ship 

Logos run by Operation 

Mobilization. Now he 

t challenges other Korean 
a young people for ser- 

vice at home and 

abroad. 

Korean Sunday 

schools are very 

‘, ~~", large, so WLP has 

emphasized the 

ne production of 

: Ry Ms Christian educa- 
tion materials. 

Thirty books and nu- 

merous visual aids have been pro- 

duced to help the teacher with his 

presentation. Object lesson books, 

coloring books, Bible story books, 

and slide sets are also available. WLP 

carries Gospel Light Sunday school 

curriculum in Korean for all ages, 

and a series of 30 Scripture Press 

Suede Graph Bible stories. 

Importing and distributing En- 

glish-language books is yet an- 

other means of meeting the 

needs of people living in 

Korea. 

The U.S. has 40,000 
troops in South Korea. One 

officer's wife was greatly 

helped by a book as she faced 
" ya | loneliness and depression. 

2’ ey ; execu Work is being done with U.S. 
Bret Pree chaplains in an attempt to get a 

els of Lil ybatt gre . jim cor ord aif Ba ae Christian bookstore established 
1 a) 16 U : Y - dts -tor © 115 1 | rect nd y 195 Den primarily for the military. In the 
Kore prea Fee hile pooks meantime, there is freedom to sell 

vet ngest of Mm yveds Of LP books on all the U.S. military bases 
r Y " : ; 

rheit Y ‘bot ee th in a colporteur fashion. 
show" vs dat ae Hundreds of English books are also 

> at Seo 

com e ov 
ware 

sold at the monthly meetings of the 

International Women’s Club in Seoul. 

The newest development for WLP 

is the opening of a distribution center 

in Los Angeles, California, making 

books available to Koreans living in 

the U.S., Canada, and South Ameri- 

ca. This center is now in its third 
year of operation. Sales last year in- 

creased 100 percent over its first year 

in operation. 

A sea container leaves the ware- 

house in Korea every two months 

with 40,000 books for Los Angeles 

which will eventually be in the hands 

of Koreans in Alaska, Vancouver, 

Toronto, Chicago, New York, Wash- 

ington, D.C., Houston, Colorado, 

and San Jose, as well as Los Angeles 

and other cities. 

Many Koreans in the U.S., lonely 

and forlorn in a new culture, turn to 

reading in their own language for 

comfort. Some are finding Christ. 

Others are finding answers to their 

problems. Christians are growing in 

faith and knowledge of their Lord. 

In 1984, the centennial of the ad- 

vent of Protestant missions in Korea, 

WLP will publish The Living Bible in 

Korean, a paraphrase, and the 

Korean Standard Bible, an update of 
the standard text from an evangelical 

position. Living Bibles International 

and The Lockman Foundation have 

helped fund these major translation 

projects. 

The church is flourishing in Korea, 

and God has allowed WLP to be a 

factor. As the church expands, WLP 

will continue to provide much of the 

food to nourish its growing body. (Ay 

November/December 1983 . 



Feaperncg peopl pneupa oe TEAM a 

Jesus Christ is still calling out a people for his name. People 

the world over are coming to know him today as never before. 

Last year, on TEAM's fields alone, 25,000 professions of faith 

were recorded. 

Respective leaders on TEAM'’s fields have recently completed a 

study enumerating the various people groups among whom 

TEAM missionaries are presently working. Thus far, 109 groups 

have been identified. 

Other people groups are also within reach of our present 

work, but because of a lack of national and missionary person- 

nel and other resources, a gospel outreach is not considered 

possible or practical now. 

Pick out one or two of the people groups listed and commit 

yourself to pray that God's Spirit will move in their hearts in a 

great way in the coming year. Pray that God will raise up new 

missionaries and national workers to present the gospel to those 

who have never had the chance to hear. 

Attempt to find out all you can about your newly adopted 

people group. Keep a scrapbook with photos of missionaries and 

national Christians working among them. Paste in stories and 

pictures from newspapers and magazines which pertain to them 

and their country. 

Share your burden for the unreached with someone else, 

perhaps with your church fellowship. Challenge them to make a 

similar commitment, that all might hear and be saved. 

8 TEAM Horizons . 
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fear to think where the church 

might be if it had not been for 

Word of Life Press and their min- 

istry of printing good evangelical 

books,” a leading Korean lay Chris- 

tian recently said. 

The Protestant church, introduced 

in 1884, has grown tremendously in 

Korea. Word of Life Press (WLP) has 

been a factor in that growth in mod- 

ern times through its publication and 

distribution of Christian literature. 

When TEAM entered Korea in 1953 

at the close of the Korean conflict, 

churches were springing up every- 

where. So TEAM, realizing these new 

churches would need nourishment on 

their road to maturity, initiated WLP 

to assist in evangelism, Bible 

teaching, training, and nurturing. 

For nearly 15 years WLP majored 

in publishing tracts and basic 

booklets for growth and development 

in the Christian life. It was difficult to 

sell books in a war-torn country 

whose people had little money for 

“extras.” However, by 1970 the 

Korean economy was in an upswing; 

and Koreans had money for more 

than just the necessities of life. 

Rapid church growth continuing in- 

to the ‘70s and ‘80s challenged WLP 

to meet the needs of new Christians, 

Sunday school teachers, seminary 

students, lay people, and pastors. 

WLP is now self-supporting and 

run primarily by Koreans. It owns its 

own three-story building and a ware- 

house from which it distributes more 

than 1 million books yearly. 

Its staff swelled from 6 to 60 full- 

time workers over a recent 12-year 

period. Hundreds of Korean titles 

| have joined the 60 available in 1970. 

Each year 70-80 new titles are pub- 

lished, plus more than 200 titles re- 
| printed. 

ia TEAM Horizons 

Dotting South Korea is a chain of 

64 WLP franchise bookstores. A 

2,000-member book-of-the-month . 

club means the sale of at least 600 

copies each of the six new titles P 

published each month. 

But WLP’s goal is not to be Korea’s 

biggest evangelical book publish- 

er/distributor, though it is. Its goal is 

to effectively touch people’s lives. To 
accomplish this, WLP has endeavored 

to publish materials to meet the needs 

of Korea's people at various, stages of 

life and Christian experience and then 

to make those materials accessible. 

Books are marketed at af- 

fordable prices. For ex- 

ample, the 100 books in 

the “Christian Series” sell 

for 95¢ each. They are di- 

vided into two boxes of 50 

and sold as family libraries. 

Covering a large selection of 

subjects for the Christian life, 

these libraries have gone into 

hundreds of Korean homes. 

WLP has neared its goal of 

placing 1,000 lending libraries in 

Korea’s more than 20,000 Protes- 

tant churches with a total of 8 

million members. Libraries of 400 

books, spanning a wide range of 

topics, cost less than $500. City 

churches can afford these libraries, 

though rural churches still need 

assistance. 

A pastor who had found Christ 

through reading a WLP book beamed 

as he gave his testimony and explain- 

ed how he was starting a lending 

library with WLP books. 

A young mother who has translat- 

ed many WLP books uses them in 

women’s classes. While she was 

teaching from the Korean translation 

of Edith Schaeffer's What Is a 

Family? in her studies, ten women 



Persistent phone calls and letters produced only a polite 

“T'll come again if possible... .” 

Your name was in my little prayer book, by the way. 

But then, was I expecting the Lord to really answer 

five years later? 

You called last night to tell me you lived near the 

Japan Sea now, 

and you wanted to go back to church; 
back to God. 

He helped you find one—a good church. 

You just called to thank me 

for five years ago. 

It was a local stop for me— 

your phone call. 

I'm so glad I was on a local train that evening, or I 

would have missed this “interruption” in my 

schedule. 

Life seems to be full of local stops for me. 

Like one day at Kwansei Gakuin University 

my Bible class was over, and the students had all 

scattered for their next classes. 
I was tired and it was cold. 

We'd been meeting weekly outside over the lunch 

hour. 

Riding the Local 
by Mary Ellen Gudeman 

It was my last class for the semester, 

and I was looking forward 

to the break 

to being away from students 

to having some free time 

tor =. 

“Excuse me, Gudeman-sensei, I’m sorry to interrupt 

you, but 

do you have any free time?” 
free time? 

“I was searching everywhere for you on campus 

today. 

I don’t like to bother you, but...” 
bother? 

We found a warm place to have a cup of coffee. 

Morita-san was one of those students who received a 

tract from me on campus. 
And he sent in the attached reply card. 

And so that’s how I was able to contact him a year 

or so ago. 

You didn’t need much explanation about sin then. You 
felt that keenly! 

But what to do about it? 

This was what you wanted to know. 

And as we sipped our coffee, we recalled that happy day 
you believed in Jesus. 

You've grown so much since then. 

So steady. 

So dependable. 
So faithful. 

But today you have a problem? 

“I’m wondering what God wants me to do with my 

future.” 

God's will. 

And four hours and three cups of coffee later 

(well mixed with prayer and the Word, of 

course) 

you felt you knew the answer. 

Thank you for sharing today. 

And thank you for crying. You didn’t think it was 

manly. 

But then you weren't afraid to cry. And I call that 

manly. 

You had plenty to cry about— 

divorced parents and a broken home; 

being passed from relative to relative as a kid; 

having to work your way through college. 

And now all you wanted to do was get a job quickly 

after graduation, 

get married to a lovely Christian gal in our church, 

and have a REAL home at last. 
But today you told the Lord that all of this was on the 

altar 

if he had other plans for you 

like maybe going to seminary and becoming a 

pastor. 

You would do that. Even if it meant waiting to have 

that REAL home. 

You were my local stop today, Morita-san. 

I'm so glad I wasn’t on a super-express or we would 

have never met on your campus. 
O Lord, keep me on the locals. 

Mary Ellen Gudeman has carried on a vibrant 
evangelism and discipleship ministry among 
university students in Japan for nearly 20 years. 

November/December 1983 5 
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